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She had a talent for domestic organisation, and after
her first moment of dismay at the arcades and draughts
of Government House, she was able, in one of the
paws of that giant, to create her own set of private
rooms according to taste. c The furniture,' she wrote,
c is pink silk and I have made the room look homey
with little tables, screens, plants and photographs/
She was delighted by Lord Wellesley's country seat
at Barrackpore. c It reminds me,' she wrote, c of the
Duke of Westminster's place at Cliveden, and we
happened to have two of his sons with us who thought
so too/ And indeed the week-ends which she spent
at Barrackpore sitting under the great banyan tree
were among the happiest of all her Indian experiences.
Simla, it is true, was something of a shock. The
original Governor's Lodge, called * Peterhof', struck
her as inadequate. c The house itself,' she reported,
' is a cottage, and would be very suitable for any
family desiring to lead a domestic and not an official
life. ... I have never lived in such a small house.'
cPeterhof was therefore condemned; and during
the Dufferins' tenure of office the present ghastly
mansion was erected in its place.

Yet Lady Dufferin's talent for organisation, her
commanding personality and her capacity for imposing
obedience on other people were applied to more
important and more lasting purposes. It was she
who, in August, 1885, founded the * National Associa-
tion for supplying Female Medical Aid to the Women
of India', which is still known as the * Countess of
Dufferin Fund'. Before she left India she had the
satisfaction of knowing that her scheme had spread
through every province and had been adopted in almost